
Caesalpinia pulcherrima 

Caesalpinia pulcherrima is a species of flowering plant in the family, Fabaceae. 

Poinciana pulcherrima is the synonym of Caesalpinia pulcherrima. The exact origin of 

Caesalpinia pulcherrima is unknown due to its widespread cultivation. It is believed to be 

native to the tropics and subtropics of the America and West Indies. C. pulcherrima is the most 

widely cultivated species in the genus Caesalpinia. It is commonly known as 

Poinciana, Peacock flower, Red bird of paradise, Mexican bird of paradise, Dwarf 

poinciana, Pride of Barbados etc. It is called as "dwarf Poinciana" due to its similarity to the 

Royal Poinciana tree (Delonix regia). It is a rounded upright, sometimes sprawling, multi-

stemmed flowering shrub which grow to a height of upto 3 m. In mild climates, the plant is 

generally evergreen, with feathery, fern-like foliage. The dark green leaves are bipinnate and 

bears three to ten pairs of pinnae and each pinnae with six to ten pairs of leaflets. 

The flowers are borne on terminal racemes at the end of branches, with as many as 40 flowers 

per raceme. Each flower with five bright yellow, orange, or red petals and long red stamens. 

The fruit is a pod . These pods dry and split open, releasing the dark brown seeds. 

Propagation  

It is easily propagated from seeds or cuttings. 

Spacing  

The spacing adopted for planting varies between 1.2 m to 1.8 m.  

Soil and Climate  

It prefers well drained soils. It grows best in full sun or light shade, but too much shade 

will cause the plant to become leggy and flower less. It is a fast-growing shrub and flowers 

best with infrequent, deep watering during flowering season. Caesalpinia pulcherrima should 

be protected in the winter from frost. 

Uses  

Caesalpinia pulcherrima is a striking ornamental plant and is widely grown in domestic 

and public gardens in warm climates with mild winters. It is a small sized shrub and 

tolerates pruning very well. This allows it to be planted in groups to form a hedgerow. It can 

be trained into a small accent tree in warmer locations. C. pulcherrima is an exceptionally good 

choice for xeriscaping with its brilliant, long-lasting summer blooms. It can be used in a variety 

of ways, including as an ornamental accent plant or hedge. Its showy flower colours attract 

birds, hummingbirds, and butterflies. 
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