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Interaction Meeting of Dr. Abhilaksh Likhi, IAS, Addl. Secretary, DAC, MoAFW, GoI 

with the scientists of ICAR-DFR, Pune 

 

Dr. Abhilaksh Likhi, IAS, Additional Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers 

Welfare, (Department of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare) visited the ICAR- Directorate of 

Floricultural Research at Pune, Maharashtra in the afternoon of 30th August 2022 to discuss 

Five Year Plan for Development of Floriculture in the Country and implementation 

strategies.The meeting was also virtually attended by Dr. Prabhat Kumar, Horticulture 

Commissioner, GoI besides officials from Directorate of Marketing and Inspection, GoI, 

Department of Horticulture, Govt. of Maharashtra, and National Horticulture Board, Pune. 

Dr. Likhi in his opening remarks, congratulated team DFR for achieving remarkable 

progress in a short period of 5-6 years after relocation of the Institute from Delhi to Pune. 

Dr.Likhi emphasised that the five-year work plan for increasing area / production and the 

implementation strategy to promote floriculture in the country must involve small and 

marginal farmers with an aim to provide sustainable livelihood. 

Dr. Prabhat Kumar, Horticulture Commissioner urged ICAR-DFR to identify 

ornamental Bee Flora besides developing a year-long floral calendar for sustainable 

apiculture.  

Dr. K.V. Prasad, Director, ICAR-DFR made a presentation defining the contours of 

developing a Five-Year Plan for the Development of Floriculture Sector in the Country. He 

elaborated on different strategies that can be adopted for the development of floriculture 

sector in next five years for both domestic and export markets. The presentation included 

various components of floriculture like loose and cut flowers (traditional & modern flowers), 

potted plants, nursery industry, turf grasses, the business of landscaping, value addition 

avenues like flower drying, essential oils & aroma, natural dyes/pigments, nutraceuticals, 

environmental horticulture (vertical gardens, green wall, green roof), urban and peri-urban 

gardening, etc. Dr. Prasad also opined that the floricultural products should find place in food 

chain for the sustainable development of floriculture in the country. He emphasized that 

developing a complete value chain is paramount rather than focusing on area expansion 

alone. 

In his concluding remarks, Dr. Likhihighlighted the emerging importance of 

floriculture in the country as the commercial floriculture is becoming important from the 



export point of view besides growing demand for domestic market. He advised ICAR-DFR to 

include all the sub-sectors of floriculture for developing the action plan to ensure overall 

development of floriculture sector. He emphasized on value chain-based cluster development 

of floriculture sector in the country. 

  

  

 


