ICAR -DFR Celebrated its 8" Foundation Day on 18" December 2017

ICAR Directorate of Floricultural Research, Puredebrated its foundation day on'.0
December 2017 at itsddlapsafarm with a gathering ofafrmers and representatives from ICAR
sisterinstitutes. Dr. R.K. Fa Director, ICARNRC for PomegranateSolapurwas theChief
Guest of the function. Dr. S.D. Sawablrecta, ICAR-NRCG, Mr. Sudhir Hiramth, IPS, DCP
CyberCrime, PuneMr.Dilip Khere, Chairman, APMC Puneand Mr. RamakanthAgriculture
Officer, Sangli region were guests of honour. Dr. M.T. RatdDr. Prakash KulakarpDr. Indu
Sawant(ICAR-NRCG) graced theoccasion The foundation day ceremg began with lighting
of lamp by all dignitaries and playing ICAR SonQr. K.V. Prasad, Director, ICABFR
officially welcomel all to the function. d delivered the foundation day repadsting the
developments anachievementsguring the 8years of ICADFR. Dr. S.D.Sawant in his address
to the farmes stressed the importance of value addition inidldture and integrating
floriculture with grape cultivation for additional incomia his speech MrSudhir Hiramath
praised theole of ICAR in general and DFR in particular for the development of flthaieiin
Maharashtra and elsewheta. his addresavir.Dilip Khere, APMC Chairman spokebout the
importance of marketing of the flower produce and value additiorsodght the help diCAR-
DFR in planning the new flower auction center at Pune, flower ataakd also help APMC in
value addition to provide additional returns to farmémshis chief guest remarks, Dr. R.K. Pal
elaboragd on variousapplications of flowers includingnedicinal and edible properties. He
stressed upon the importance of valueirtiha floriculture from prodution to markeing owing
to extremely perishable naturkle urged scientists of ICARFR to explore the unexpied
areas of floriculture like eutraceutical andssential oils etc.He also pointed light to the
potential of flavers for floricultural therapy or Aroma therapy for stress relieving andtalso
address mental ailments. All dignitaries and farmers visited the research plots of
Chrysanthemumluberose and China aster and appreciated the efforts pddle K.V. Prasad
and his teamA plantation drive was also conducted during the event.



Chief GuestDr. R.K Pal, Director, NRCRwvith Dr.K.V.Prasad, Director, ICA®DFR
along with other dignitaries and DFR staff at ICAR DFR research farm, Pune
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Dr. K. V. Prasad, Diretor, ICARDFR presented the foundation day report.
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Mr.Sudhir Hiremath, DCP, Cyber Crime, Pune addressing the gathering



Dr.S.D.Sawant, Director, NRC Grapes addressing the gathering

Address by the chief guest Dr.R.K.Pal, Director, NRC Pomegranate, Solapur.



