
Jacaranda mimosifolia 

Blue jacaranda / Neeli Gulmohur / Fern tree 
Family: Jacaranda Family (Bignoniaceae) 

The genus Jacaranda is a native of tropical and subtropical regions of Mexico, Central 

America, South America, Argentina, Cuba, Hispaniola, Jamaica and the Bahamas. It is popular 

as an avenue tree. The name ‘Jacaranda’ is believed to be of Guarani origin, meaning fragrant. 

The tree attains a height of 20 to 30 m with a spreading and arching crown. Its bark is thin, 

greyish brown in colour, smooth when young, becomes scaly in older trees. 

The leaves are bipinnate and feather like in most species, pinnate or simple in a few species. The 

foliage bear a resemblance to those of the mimosa, hence the species name mimosifolia. The tree 

normally shed leaves during December-January and new leaves start appearing in April along 

with the lavender blue flowers. The flowers are produced in conspicuous large panicles covering 

the tree in brilliant lavender or 

purple blue bloom during early April to mid-May in dense terminal clusters. The lavender blue 

flowers are tubular with a five-lobed blue to purple-blue corolla. Jacaranda flowers have a 

unique fragrance. Flowers are trumpet-shaped and bi-lipped. The upper lip is bi-lobed and the 

lower lip is three lobed. Fruits start appearing by June and remain till next February. Fruit is an 

oblong to oval flattened capsule containing numerous slender seeds. The seed is thin, slender and 

winged. 

Propagation 

Jacaranda can be propagated from grafting, cuttings and seeds. Plants grown from seeds 

take a long time to bloom. 

Soil and Climate 

Jacaranda prefers well-drained soil and tolerates drought and brief spells of frost and 

freeze. This genus thrives in full sun and sandy soils, hence they are abundant even in warmer 

climates. Mature plants can survive in colder climates; however, they may not have a profuse 

bloom. Younger plants may not survive in colder climates where temperatures drop below 

freezing point. 

Uses 

The main distinguishing feature of Jacaranda mimosifolia is its spectacular and brilliant 

lavender or purple blue blooms and hence very popular as an ornamental tree. The tree is highly 

valued for their intense flower displays. It is widely grown in urban areas as an avenue tree. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guarani_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leaf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bipinnate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flower
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Panicle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Corolla_(flower)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Capsule_(fruit)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seed
https://keys.lucidcentral.org/keys/v3/eafrinet/weeds/key/weeds/Media/Html/glossary.htm#ornamental
https://keys.lucidcentral.org/keys/v3/eafrinet/weeds/key/weeds/Media/Html/glossary.htm#tree

