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ICAR-DFR, under the aegis of Indian Council of Agricultural Research has celebrated the Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav in its true spirit and exuberance by organizing a National Webinar “On farm
Diagnostics of Diseases in Ornamental crops” on 30 th November 2021 from 2.00pm to 5.00pm. The
event began with ICAR-Song and Dr. K.V.Prasad, Director, ICAR-Directorate of Floricultural
Research welcomed the speakers and delegates. In his remarks, he stressed on the need of on-farm
diagnostics in ornamental crops for the production of quality planting material and for maintaining
quality in export produces. The opening lecture was delivered by Dr. Selavarajan, R, Principal
Scientist, Division of Plant Pathology, ICAR-National Research Centre for Banana, Tamil Nadu on
the topic “Lateral Flow Assays : Application in On Farm Diagnostics of Diseases in Ornamental
Crops”. Mrs. Poornima Gaikwad, Technical Officer, ICAR-DFR, Pune introduced the seaker. In his
lecture, Dr. Selavarajan covered the diseases occurring in ornamental crops, importance of
diagnostics in ornamental crops, different types of Dignostics, their principles, application
extensively with case studies. Second lecture was delivered by Dr. A. Kumar, Principal Scientist,
Division of Plant Pathology, ICAR-Indian Agricultural Research Institute, New Delhi followed by
his brief introduction to the audience by Dr. Shilpashree, Scientist, ICAR-DFR and he spoke on
“Pathogenomics Assisted Tracking of Bacterial Phytopathogens and Diagnosis”. In his lecture he
elaborated the transboundary movement and introduction of bacterial pathogens significant to all the
crops including ornamental crops and their diagnosis with emphasis on genomics. Third lecture was
on “Point of care diagnostics for Plant viruses” by Dr. V.K. Baranwal, Professor, Division of Plant
Pathology,ICAR-Indian Agricultural Research Institute, New Delhi who was introduced by Dr.
Madhavan, Scientist, ICAR-DFR. He elaborated on the Basics, principles and application of
Recombinase Polymerase Amplification in On farm diagnostics of viruses and viroids in ornamental
crops. Followed by the three lectures, Dr.Prabha, K, Scientist , ICAR-DFR summarized the works on
On farm diagnostics initiated at ICAR-DFR and the status of On farm diagnostics in India,
highlighting the need for awareness about the diseases and availability of easy onsite diagnostics.
Dr.K.V. Prasad, Director ICAR-DFR, Pune delivered his concluding remarks stressing on the need of
awareness among the stake holders for keeping our plant wealth safe from pathogen introductions.
Dr. Madhavan, Scientist, ICAR-DFR, RS, Vemagiri delivered the official vote of thanks. The
National webinar was very successful with overwhelming response from the audience where students
and academia from across the country participated and the attendance was full to 100 participants
limited by zoom.
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