
Nyctanthes arbortristis 

Nyctanthes arbortristis Linn. is a large shrub or a small tree up to 10 m height and are 

widely cultivated in tropical and subtropical regions all over the world. It belongs to the family 

Oleaceae. It is popularly known as Parijat / Shefali  (Hindi), Parijatham (Malayalam), 

Pavizhamalli (Tamil), Parijatha (Telugu / Kannada),  Harshingar (Bengali), Harsinghar 

(Sanskrit) or Night Jasmine (English) due to the fact that its flowers emit a very strong and 

pleasant fragrance during the whole night. The flowers of Nycatanthes start falling after 

midnight and by the day break, the plant appears dull. The generic name ‘Nyctanthes’ has been 

derived from two Greek words ‘Nykhta’ meaning night and ‘anthos’ meaning flower. The 

specific name ‘arbortristis’ meaning ‘the sad tree’ is supposedly derived from the dull look of 

the tree during daytime.  

Botany 

N. arbortristis has rough, scaly and grey bark. It has rough, tetragonal and scabrous 

spreading branches. The leaves are shortly petiolate, decussately opposite and ovate which are 

cuneate to sub cordate at base and acute or acuminate at apex. The leaf margin is entire, 

scabrous above with bulbous based hairs and pubescent beneath. The flowers are fragrant and 

have long white lobes. Inflorescence is a bracteate cyme consisting of 2-7 flowered corymbs 

with quadrangular and slender peduncle and is sessile. It has campanulate calyx. Corolla has a 

cylindric orange tube, 2 stamens are inserted near the top of the corolla tube and stigma is 

obscurely divided by cleft into two parts. The fruit is brown colored and is cordate to almost 

orbicular flat capsule, 2-celled and opens transversely from the apex. The seed is compressed 

and is 1 per cell. 

Propagation and planting 

 The shrub can be propagated by seeds as well as by cuttings. The seeds have been 

found to exhibit a poor germination rate because of phenolic compounds leaching out of the 

imbibed seeds.  

Soil and Climate 

N. arbortristis is tolerant to moderate shade and can grow on rocky ground in dry hill 

shades, dry deciduous forests or at sea-level upto 1500 m altitude with a wide range of rainfall 

patterns. 

Uses 

It is a small sacred ornamental tree often cultivated in gardens due to its most pleasant 

and peculiar fragrance. The loose flowers of Nyctanthes are used as offerings to God. 

 


