
1 
 

World  Environment Day Celebrated at ICAR-DFR, Pune 

 

ICAR-Directorate of Floricultural Research (DFR), Pune celebrated the World 

Environment Day on June 5, 2022. On this occasion, ICAR-DFR organized a guest lecture on 

‘Ecosystem based approach for harmonizing agriculture with nature’ by DR. S. Naresh Kumar, 

Principal Scientist & Professor, Division of Environmental Science, ICAR-IARI, New Delhi – 

110012 in virtual mode. This program was mainly intended to create awareness about the 

pollinators and their services to the graduate and postgraduate students of Shivaji University, 

Kolhapur (Maharashtra), so that the young generation should understand their importance.  
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At the outset, Dr. D. M. Firake, Senior Scientist (Entomology), ICAR-DFR welcomed 

all participants and introduced the topic of the awareness program. Dr. Jyoti Jadhav, the Head, 

Department of Biotechnology, Shivaji University, Kolhapur, and the guest of honor of this 

program highlighted the importance of honey bees, and their invaluable services and discussed 

the possible research gaps in this area. Dr. K.V. Prasad, Director, ICAR-Directorate of 

Floricultural Research, Pune, and Chief Guest on this occasion emphasized the importance of 

the World Bee Day celebration and highlighted the scope for conservation of pollinator fauna 

in urban areas and farmland. He also stressed the activities of ICAR-DFR on the conservation 

of pollinator fauna and the scope of floriculture-based apiculture. 

Dr. D. M. Firake, Senior Scientist (Entomology), ICAR-DFR highlighted the 

importance of pollinators and explained in detail different adaptations in honey bees that make 

them the most efficient pollinators of all. The presentation included a few interesting videos 

highlighting the communication among the bees and the process of pollen/nectar collection. Dr 

Girish K.S., Scientist (Entomology), ICAR-DFR presented a detailed account of different non-

Apis (other than honeybee) pollinators, their life cycle, and their essential role in the ecosystem.  

Dr. V.S. Raju Dantuluri, Principal Scientist (Floriculture), ICAR-DFR gave a brief account of 

the floral calendar for the conservation of pollinators in farm and urban areas. Dr. Harish D. 

Scientist (Genetics and Plant Breeding), ICAR-DFR explained various bee-friendly traits in 

flower crops and the mechanism of flower-pollinator interactions. Dr. S P Jeevan Kumar 

presented a detailed account of the honey proteins/ peptides and their role in the food industry.  

Dr. G. B. Kadam, Scientist (Floriculture), ICAR-DFR highlighted the importance of a bee-

friendly package of practices and honey-based products for entrepreneurship.  
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More than 75 participants attended this program and interacted on various topics.  In an 

interactive session, Dr. V. A. Bapat, Professor, Department of Biotechnology, Shivaji 

University, Kolhapur highlighted many emerging issues about the pollinators and suggested to 

undertake a collaborative research program on a few emerging areas of pollinator research.   

The program was concluded with a vote of thanks by Dr. Tarak Nath Saha, Senior Scientist 

(Floriculture), ICAR-DFR, Pune.  

 


