
ICAR-DFR, Pune organized event on Value Addition: Opportunities and 
Challenges in Floriculture on July 24, 2021 through online mode (Zoom) 

as a part of Celebration of India@75 – Azadi ka Amrut Mahotsav. The 
programme was chaired by Dr K V Prasad Director ICAR-DFR, Pune. 

The programmes began with ICAR Song. Dr Ganesh B Kadam welcomed 
all the participants and delegates also gave overview of programme. More 

than 115 participants from ICAR institutes, KVKs, Students, farmers 
participated in the programme.  

Dr K V Prasad, Director ICAR-DFR, Pune was the chief guest of function 
and delivered the welcome address wherein he highlighted the importance 

of values addition in flower crops. Due to present COID-19 pandemic 
flower crops are the most affected because these are not in the food 

chain. Therefore, it is high time to bring them under food chain and 
increase the life of this otherwise highly perishable commodity by value 

addition. He also emphasized nutritive values of flower crops and  

stressed to explore the possibilities of identifying the right flower crops 
and right protocols to standardize the value added products.  

Mr Ravinder Prashar from Una, Himachal Pradesh presented his work under 

YUVAN and highlighted the importance of recycling of flowers offered in religious 

places. Under YUVAN start-up he is making various value added products like 

incense sticks, gulal, etc. He also highlighted the problems faced by him in 

collecting, cleaning and drying of recycled flowers.  

Ms Abhidnya Unhale, Founder Atasi Soaps, Pune presented the detailed process 

of making different types of soaps from flowers. She also raised some of the 

issues faced during making of soaps from flowers like blacking of fresh and dried 

petals when used in soaps due to saponification. Mould and fungal growth when 

flowers are directly added in the process of soaps making.  

Mr Parmeshwara Kumbhar, the rose growers from Solapur who has started FPO, 

in rose growing and value addition. He presented the detailed process of rose 

water making. He also emphasized for linking of growers and industry people for 

getting better returns floriculture farmers. Some of the problems highlighted are 

drying of large quantity petals in rainy season. He sought solutions like solar 

drier or electric dryer for drying of rose petals. He also requested to connect the 

people having raw product and final product to get the mutual benefit of 

marketing links. 

Mr Devi Lal Jat is a Desi rose grower from Rajasthan and with the technical help 

of AICRP(F) centre Udaipur and ICAR-DFR, Pune he has started the Pankudi FPO 

in rose value addition. He is producing Gulkand, Rose Water, Dried Petal under 

this umbrella and sending these value added products across the country.  He  

 

 

 



 
Mrs Bimala Devi from Himachal Pradesh started Everlasting start-up on dry 

flower production and marketing. With the help of AICRP(F) centre Solan she has 

started the start-up. She has raised some of the issues faced in drying of flowers 

and making different dry flower arrangements.  

Dr Sanjay Kad, Scientist ICAR-DFR, Pune conducted the question answer 

session. Many participants raised the pertaining questions and sought solutions 

through scientific intervention.  

Dr K V Prasad Director ICAR-DFR, Pune gave the concluding remarks and 
appreciated the efforts of all the speakers. He also hailed the efforts of 

speakers for working at grassroots level and taking forward the 
floriculture. He also emphasized to work together for bringing flower crops 

in food chain.  
Dr Tarak Nath Saha Senior Scientist ICAR-DFR, Pune proposed formal vote of 

thanks.  
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